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- $ A unit of a hospital specializing in
(BREE the care of ill or premature children.
$ An organized structure of DNA and
protein that is found in cells.
= $ inflammation of the middle ear
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Pediatrics differs from adult medicine in many respects. The obvious body size differences
are paralleled by maturational changes. The smaller body of an infant or neonate is
substantially different physiologically from that of an adult. Congenital defects, genetic
variance, and developmental issues are of greater concern to pediatricians than they often
are to adult physicians.

Treating a child is not like treating a miniature adult. A major difference between pediatrics
and adult medicine is that children are minors and, in most jurisdictions, cannot make
decisions for themselves. The issues of guardianship, privacy, legal responsibility and
informed consent must always be considered in every pediatric procedure. In a sense,
pediatricians often have to treat the parents and sometimes, the family, rather than just the
child. Adolescents are in their own legal class, having rights to their own health care

decisions in certain circumstances only.
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